*    The Tartar Embassy    *

'That is a very extreme measure. If they resist there
will be bloodshed, and who can foresee the conse-
quences of that? Surely it would be better to summon
them in the customary manner and demand an explana-
tion?'

Queen Saw was announced at this point. She had
not had time to dress as carefully as usual. The day-long
discussion with the Chief Minister and the other offi-
cials had tired her. She was not looking her best.

'What is it?3 asked the King, irritated by her pres-
ence. *I did not send for you. I am busy with the Chief
Minister/

The Queen perceived that it would take all her tact
to cope with the crisis. She blamed herself deeply for
not having used her influence against the public audi-
ence from the start.

'I came to condole with Your Majesty', she began in
her reasonable and modulated way, 'on a tiresome inci-
dent of this morning's audience. I think we should call
on the Ambassador for a formal apology/

'Your proposal is both insufficient and too late/ re-
plied the King. 'I have taken my measures/

She replied: *I hope those measures are not violent.
I have had the honour of pointing out to Your Majesty
the extreme delicacy of the present situation. Too vigo-
rous a stroke now may bring consequences with which
we are not equipped to deal. The King will show him-
self a master of statecraft if in this matter, where the
embassy is clearly at fault, he makes a dignified protest
in the proper quarter, which protest will strengthen his
hands considerably in the negotiations which may be
expected to follow/
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